Supporting items

This provides additional information in support of the
Council's analysis for its Pre-Budget 2026 Statement.

ltem 1 — Stand-still costs




Stand-still costs

€ billion increases unless stated otherwise

2026 2027 2028 2029 2030

Government's current spending increases 59
Our estimates of stand-still costs 4.7 4.6 4.8 4.8 5.0
Difference 1.2 04 04 0.8 0.9

Breakdown of our stand-still costs

Total 4.7 4.6 4.8 4.8 5.0
Demographics 1.7 1.6 1.7 1.6 1.7
Prices [and wages) 3.0 3.0 3.1 3.2 3.3

Increases by key area

Education incl. NTF 0.4 0.3 0.4 0.4 0.4
Health (incl. LTC) 1.6 1.6 1.7 1.7 1.7
Stafe pensions 1.2 1.2 1.3 1.4 1.4
Public Sector pensions 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.2 0.3
Social welfare (excl. pensions incl. SIF 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5
Rest of gross voted 0.7 0.7 0.7 0.7 0.7

Due to demographics

Education 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0
Health (incl LTC) 0.9 0.9 0.9 0.9 1.0
Stafe pensions 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.6 0.6
Public Sector pensions 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1
Social Welfare (excl. pensions 0.3 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.1

Due to prices

Education wages 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.4
Education prices 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1
Health wages 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.4
Health prices 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.4
State pension 0.7 0.7 0.8 0.8 0.8
Public Sector pension 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2
Social Welfare (excl. pensions 0.3 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.4
Rest of gross voted wages 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3
Rest of gross voted prices 0.4 0.3 0.3 0.4 0.4
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